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Audrey Niffenegger
Wednesday, January 20, 7 p.m. 
Audrey Niffenegger reads from her latest New 
York Times bestseller Her Fearful Symmetry. 
Author of The Time Traveler’s Wife, Niffenegger 
returns with a ghost story about love and identity, 
secrets and sisterhood, and the tenacity of life—
even after death.

 THE
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The King’s English Bookshop
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Resolved:  I will begin 2010 with a visit to the King’s English New Year’s Day Sale to stock up on books. 25% off every-
thing (except special orders and gift cards)! Enjoy a bit of the bubbly, too, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. January 1!

Resolved:  I won’t miss the appearance of the brilliant Abraham Verghese for the paperback publication of Cutting for 
Stone (Vintage, $15.95) on Thursday, January 28, 7 p. m. at the 15th St. Gallery (just down from TKE).

Resolved:  I will read more this year, watch less TV, clean up my act, and DO something to change the way I live— or 
even to change the world! (see nonfiction titles below for help with this resolution). 

Resolved:  I will not only shop locally more this year, I will read books by local writers as well. 

For help with this resolution, join us for our brand-new quarterly “Local Author Showcase” event on January 12th 
at 6:30 p.m. We’ll be joined by seven local authors, each with a unique new book to share. Whether you’re interested in 
fiction, humor, mystery, or current events, there’s something here every reader will enjoy, and you’ll get a chance to meet some of Utah’s es-
teemed literary talent. Authors include Ryan Shattuck (Revolutions for Fun and Profit), Charles Amonett (Visible Darkness, Hidden Light), 

Susanna Barlow (What Peace There May Be: A Memoir), Bonn Turkington (Velwythe), Steven Bates (The Fortuitous 
Redemption of Mordekiah Liebovitch), S.C. Lang (Original Sin), and Lisa Mangum (The Hourglass Door). 

Resolved:  I will read something old, perhaps a classic, this year—or, even better, I’ll read one a month! 

Try A Far Cry From Kensington by Muriel Spark (which may just inspire you to reconfigure your life,  
not to mention your figure, and will certainly make you laugh).

Or, some of the wonderful New York Review of Books (NYRB) titles, all republished classics, some fiction, some non-. 
There’s one recently republished and recommended by beloved ex-TKE bookseller Jan Sloan (who now lives and reads in 
Idaho). Start with that or any Mavis Gallant, and continue working through the list of NYRB classics recommended by our 
booksellers (see NYRB Classics on the next page) for a bracing and rewarding monthly reading experience.

New Year’s at TKE! 
A Time for Celebration—and for Resolutions (Bookish and Otherwise)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Ring in the New Year!
Friday, Jan. 1st, 2010! Get 25% off regularly priced merchandise 
on New Year’s Day! Sorry, gift cards and special orders not included.

The Genome Book
Thursday, January 14th, 7 p.m. Authors April Lynch 
and  Vickie Venne present The Genome Project: A 
Must-Have Guide to Your DNA for Maximum Health. 

Calamity Jack
Saturday, January 9th, 2 p.m. Local authors Shannon Hale 
and Dean Hale present their new graphic novel Calamity 
Jack, illustrated by Nathan Hale. Sponsored by The King's 
English at the Anderson-Foothill Branch Library.

Abraham Verghese
Thursday, January 28th, 7 p.m. Join Abraham Verghese 
for a reading and for the paperback release of his New York 
Times bestselling Cutting for Stone. 

Local Author Showcase
Tuesday, January 12, 6:30 p.m. Our brand-new quarterly event! 
We’ll be joined by seven local authors, each with a unique new book 
to share.

Bree Despain and The Dark Divine
saturday, Jan. 2, 3 p.m. Bree Despain visits The 
King’s English to read and sign copies of her highly 
anticipated debut novel, The Dark Divine.
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Paris Stories, Mavis Gallant (best if read  
piecemeal)  
Tropic Moon, Georges Simenon  
(also The Widow by him—very dark,  
great discussion books) 
A Month in the Country, J. L. Carr 
Great Granny Webster, Caroline Blackwood 
Indian Summer, William Dean Howells (a good 
book, on the light side) 
Post Office Girl, Stefen Zweig (good discussion 
book but not my favorite to just read) 
Dud Avocado, Elaine Dundy (a fun read but not a great discussion book)

Connie Romboy
Other than Letty Fox by Christina Stead, I’ve at least enjoyed, if not 
loved, all of the NYRB books I’ve read so far. (#s 1,2,3), Troubles, 
Siege of Kishnapur (Booker winner and out of print before NYRB 
edition), and Singapore Grip by J. G. Farrell are all brilliant—

historical fiction with wonderful dry humor, 
Siege being the best. (4,5) Mavis Gallant’s Paris 
Stories and Varieties of Exile. NYRB just came 
out with another collection of her stories which 
I haven’t read yet. She is on a par with Munro. 
(6,7) John Williams’ Stoner and Butcher Cross-
ing—fantastic. Butcher Crossing is a very intel-
ligent western as is (8) Oakley Hall’s Warlock. 
(9) Towers of Trebizond by Rose Macaulay—
very funny half travel, half novel, all Church 
of England sarcastic. Here’s some nonfiction 

to consider: (10) Peking Story by David Kidd, beautifully written 
about the final days of Imperial China. (11) Prisoner of Love by Jean 
Genet, documents his years with the Palestine 
refugees and freedom fighters 20 or more years 
ago and gives a great historical perspective for 
what’s happening today. (12) Sorrow Beyond 
Dreams by Peter Handke about his mother’s 
suicide. I could go on. Some that are light and 
fun: Dud Avocado by Elaine Dundy, Great 
Granny Webster by Caroline Blackwood. Weird 
stuff: The Vet’s Daughter by Kathryn David, 
Adventures and Misadventures of Maqroll by 
Alvaro Mutis. This book was incredible just for 
the offbeat characters and the author’s ability 
to make unconventional statements with no 
apology.

linda Gurrister
Some of my favorites are: Paris Stories by 
Mavis Gallant, The Furies by Janet Hobhouse, 
Cassandra at the Wedding by Dorothy Baker, 
The Dud Avocado by Elaine Dundy, Rock 
Crystal by Adalbert Stifter, and Troubles by 
J.G. Farrell.

The Cost of Living: Early and Uncollected Stories, Mavis Gallant
What a treat to have another collection of 
stories from Mavis Gallant. The stories in this 
NYRB book are from out-of-print volumes 
and from her writings for The New Yorker. 
They include “Madeline’s Birthday,” sent to the 
magazine after the first story she submitted 
was returned with the query, “Have you got 
anything else you can show us?” Not bad for an 
unknown author’s maiden voyage with that au-
gust publication. Unlike the first two volumes 
of her short stories published by the NYRB, 

which were mainly set in France and Canada, these include settings 
in and around New York City. Her amazing ability to put the reader 
not only in the location but also into the mind-set of her characters 
is evident even in these earlier stories. – Jan Sloan, New York Review 
of Books, Random House, $16

lyn Taylor
Here are my favorites in descending order of preference:

Unforgiving Years, Victor Serge 
Paris Stories, Mavis Gallant 
Varieties of Exile, Mavis Gallant 
Troubles, J.G. Farrell 
The Book of Ebenezer Le Page, G. B. Edwards 
The Dud Avocado, Elaine Dundy (a fun read 
which I think many of our customers would 
enjoy) 
The Glass Bees, Ernst Junger (This is futuris-
tic, very strange and fascinating. John Merritt 
recommended it.) 
The Siege of Krishnapur, J.G. Farrell 
The Singapore Grip, J.G. Farrell 
Between the Woods and the Water, Patrick Leigh Fermor, (nonfic-
tion, travel)

Aaron Cance 
Stoner, John Williams 

sally larkin
Here are some of my favorites. I’ve only read two NYRB books I 

didn’t love: 
Stoner, John Williams (Roz’s book club loved this.) 
The Book of Ebenezer Le Page, G. B. Edwards 
(one of John Merritt’s favorites) Editor’s note: 
ours too!  
Rogue Male, Geoffrey Household (almost a 
thriller, fascinating) 
Troubles, J. G. Farrell 
A Time to Keep Silence, Patrick Leigh Fermor 
(He is an early travel writer, great.) 

NYRB Recommendations from TKE Staff
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Fanning realizes that his life is out of control. Haslett has done a 
masterful job, weaving  a web of subterfuge and lies, irresponsibility 
and ineptitude, as his characters struggle to make sense of a world 
turned upside down. – Kathy Ashton, Nan Talese (Doubleday), $26

Alice I Have Been, Melanie Benjamin

Alice Pleasance Liddell is 80 and reminisc-
ing about her extraordinary childhood. 
Her father, the Dean of Christ Church 
College, Oxford, knew the sons of nearly 
every prominent family in Britain, includ-
ing many royals. Alice, as well as her sisters, 
also knew Charles Dodgson, the shy mathe-
matics professor and amateur photographer 
who lived across the quad. He arranged lots 
of outings during which his camera was 
ever-present, taking casual shots of their ad-
ventures. One of his photos stands out from 
the rest: Alice (the model for Alice in Wonderland) posed against a 
wall, the beautiful dark-haired 7-year-old clad in what can only be 
described as artfully arranged rags. What really transpired between 
Alice and Mr. Dodgson, better known to the world through his 
pseudonym, Lewis Carroll, has been unknown. And you will have to 
read Alice I Have Been to find out. – Kathy Ashton, Delacorte, $25  

Noah’s Compass, Anne Tyler, $25.95 

One can either say Noah saved two of every species when he loaded 
the animals onto his biblically famous ark, or, as Liam’s grand-
son points out to him, that Noah abandoned the hundreds he left 
behind. Liam, who is over 60, has lost his wife, his job, his recent 

memory, is estranged from his children, and 
is struggling to come to terms with what he’s 
left behind. Now living in a small condomin-
ium on the outskirts of Baltimore, he meets 
a young woman who promises something 
new—or does she? Tyler’s latest is an amus-
ing tale of a man’s dawning awareness that by 
merely observing the fray rather than jump-
ing in, he has managed to sideline himself. 
She continues to capture ordinary people 
experiencing uncommon events in a gentle, 

compassionate and humorous way that stays with the reader long 
after the last page is read. – Sue Fleming and Betsy Burton, Knopf, 
$25.95

A Good Fall, Ha Jin

Each story, set in Flushing, New York, and 
involving protagonists of Chinese descent, 
is a gift of culture: the food, the smells, the 
expectations, the fears, the assimilation, the 
careful communication. Jin’s realist language 
is both precise and lyrical and his stories begin 
almost immediately with conflict, letting the 
reader know what is at stake. As in Waiting, 
Jin’s award-winning novel, the reader is often 
made to experience the same sensory and emotional punch as the 
characters: a tutor caught in a triangle between the romantic feel-
ings of a mother and daughter; two married people whose spouses 
still live in China but who temporarily enjoy the intimacy of one 
another; a young man who rents a room at a brothel; and Chinese 
children who, in crushing disappointment to their grandparents, 
want American names. – Dawn Houghton, Pantheon, $24.95

Ransom, David Malouf

What better way to start the new year than 
with a book so wondrous that after reading it 
the entire world takes on new meaning? 
Ransom retells the story of the death of 
Hector and of the brutalizing of his body by 
Achilles, of King Priam and his journey out 
of Troy and into the enemy camp to rescue 
his son’s battered body. It is a tale of men 
and gods, yes, and of fate and chance. But it 

is very much a book about story as well. It brings to vivid life the 
sweat and blood and stench of battle, the fears and sorrows of men 
and women, the overpowering love of family, and also the overarch-
ing forces that pull us toward the heavens, pitch us into the depths 
of hell. One such force is the telling of tales, the discovery of new 
ways of seeing what we thought we knew. Malouf ’s prose, always 
possessed of lyricism and power, here takes on an authority—and 
beauty—of Homeric, even Shakespearean, proportions. – Betsy 
Burton, Pantheon, $23.95

Too Much Happiness, Alice Munro  

Again, Ms. Munro doesn’t disappoint. Too 
Much Happiness is filled with the usual full-
bodied stories (the miraculous feat for any 
short story writer is to create—in such an 
unforgiving form—complete characters and 
worlds). In this collection, Munro’s twelfth, 
she tackles tragic secrets left over from child-
hood, fragility after losing a loved one, teeter-
ing relationships, and in the final story, a both fictional and histori-
cal account of the mathematician, Sophia Kovalevsky, a woman 
whose brilliance equals her innocence. A collection that measures 
up to all of her others, from one of the most consistent writers of our 
time. – Dawn Houghton, Random House, $25.95

Union Atlantic, Adam Haslett

The Union Atlantic Bank loses billions of 
dollars through the machinations of young 
hotshot traders enriching themselves at the 
expense of their clients. Doug Fanning heads 
one of the major divisions of the bank. Eager 
to flaunt his newly acquired wealth, he buys a 
huge parcel of land outside Boston and builds 
a McMansion on what used to be green space, 
deeded to the town in perpetuity. Charlotte 
Graves, Fanning’s elderly neighbor, makes it 
a personal crusade to force him to tear down 

the dreadful eyesore that blocks her view. As Graves’ actions threat-
en his home and irresponsible young traders do the same to his job, 

FICTION

Resolved:  Along with something classic, I’ll read some-
thing contemporary this year.

And here are many wonderful contemporary books—some 
fiction, some non-, some mysteries, some children’s books 
to choose from.
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Cutting for Stone, Abraham Verghese

Global in scope, epic in size and style, and 
chock-full of characters who get into the read-
ers’ blood, Cutting for Stone moves us from a 
mission hospital in Ethiopia to an inner-city 
hospital in New York City. As we turn page after 
frantic page in pursuit of the once-conjoined 
twins, now doctors, who are the protagonists, 
get to know their parents, adopted and actual, a 
childhood friend whose place in the tale is cen-
tral, we sink into this big lush novel and never 
want to surface. Steeped in both medicine and history, Verghese’s 
latest book not only entertains but also marks new territory, re-
framing the world in the process. Imagine a novel that combines the 
story-telling skill and the social and cultural acuity of Vikram Seth 
and Rohinton Mistry with the urgent imagination of Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez and you have some idea of the magnitude of the genius of 
Cutting for Stone—it will surely go down as one of the major books 
of our time. – Betsy Burton, Vintage $15.95 Editor’s note: Abraham 
Verghese will be at TKE Thursday, January 28, 7 p.m. 

Bone Worship, Elizabeth Eslami

Elizabeth Eslami’s debut novel is a culture 
clash from the get-go, but it’s a beautifully 
written clash filled with the most familiar 
kinds of yearning, both familial and cul-
tural. Jasmine is the prickly college dropout 
daughter of an Iranian father and an Ameri-
can mother. She is uncertain about what she 
wants, or if indeed she wants anything at all, 
but her father has plans for her new path—a 
hastegar, or an arranged marriage. Jasmine is 
horrified, and as father and daughter begin 

their wary but determined dance around each other, she wonders 
exactly who her father is, where his strange ways came from, how it 
is that people ever come together in the first place. Cultural confu-
sion becomes less of an issue than the desperate need for connec-
tion, and the earnest ways in which Jasmine and her parents go 
about trying to simply see each other are equal parts heartbreak and 
revelation. – Kimberly Snow, Pegasus (Norton) $15.95

The Unbearable Lightness of Scones: The New 44 Scotland Street 
Novel, Alexander McCall Smith

This very Dickensian romp through Edin-
burgh’s New Town is, like all of Smith’s prior 
novels, a charming, funny, and very wry look 
at the world through the eyes of his char-
acters. As he describes it, “it has numerous 
plots; characters drift in and out; some mat-
ters are unresolved; strange things happen.... 
this book is entirely true, or almost,” and it is 
that ‘almost’ that makes this book such a de-
light to read. The characters seem to leap off 
the page: the small boy whose mother won’t 
let him join the Cub Scouts because they’re 

subversive, the Jacobite pretender whose coterie numbers almost 
nine people, the young couple who marry because they like each 
other well enough and then fall in love. I adored it. –  Kathy Ashton 
Anchor Books, $15 

La’s Orchestra Saves the World, Alexander McCall Smith

WWII begins and Lavender Stone’s life in 
London comes to an abrupt end as she learns 
that her husband has run off with another 
woman. Seeking refuge in the countryside, 
Lavender (La to her friends) moves into her 
father-in-law’s house in Suffolk, where she 
plants a victory garden, volunteers to help a 
local farmer tend his chickens, and, because 
it seems like a good idea, starts an orchestra. 
Comprised of villagers and enlisted men 
from the local airbase, the amateur ensemble 
performs once a month, to the surprise 

and delight of everyone. The flute player is a Polish officer who has 
been rescued by the RAF and his friendship proves to be the most 
important thing to La in a world turned upside down. If you loved 
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, you will adore 
this story from one of Britain’s greatest treasures. – Anne Holman, 
Pantheon, $23.95

One Amazing Thing, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni

Nine strangers are waiting for service in an Indian passport office 
somewhere in the U.S. when the unthinkable happens: the building 
collapses around them after an earthquake, leaving the office as a 
small island of safety in the midst of devastation. Trapped for days 
in the rubble, they struggle for survival as first 
their food, and then their water supply run out. 
The bravery of some, the cowardice and inef-
fectuality of others, make for fascinating reading 
as, one by one, they share their stories of success 
and failure, regret and satisfaction, by the light 
of a fast-fading flashlight. Their tales probe the 
depths of the human psyche, limning their fears 
as they wait for rescue. – Kathy Ashton, Hype-
rion, $23.99

Look at the Birdie: Unpublished Short Fiction, Kurt Vonnegut

The distinctive voice of Vonnegut is alive 
and well although he is gone. Many of these 
stories are unpublished early works yet they 
have the humor and satire and imaginative 
twists that are Vonnegut’s signature. The 
voice is both playful and biting, daring read-
ers to relax before walloping them. Ultimate-
ly, these stories are about how life’s odd expe-
riences go from good to bad to good again. 
Line drawings by the author are included. 
– Dawn Houghton, Random House, $27

FICTION FICTION NEW IN PAPER
Continued from page 3

It's never too early to shop for 
your Valentine...
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book for cynics (Barbara Ehrenreich, for example), but if you’re 
feeling hopeful and willing to make some changes… – Betsy Burton, 
Harper, $25.99

Motorcycle Touring in the Southwest: The Region’s Best Rides, 
Christy Karras and Steven Zusy

Former Salt Lake Tribune writer and good friend Christy Karras 
is back with a tour of Utah, Southwestern Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, and even parts of Las Vegas. There are many ways to look 

at our beautiful piece of the U.S. Viewing it from 
a motorcycle brings new meaning to the wind in 
your hair and the wide open spaces. Filled with 
great color photos and funny stories, it’s a book 
you’ll want to keep with you when you’re on the 
road...even if you choose a Subaru instead of a 
Harley! – Anne Holman, Globe Pequot, $18.95 
Editor’s note: Check with us later for event infor-
mation!

The Keep Your House in Order Planner, McSweeny’s Staff

If you’re the kind of person who makes lists only to lose them and 
writes down appointments on scraps of paper that you subsequently 
dig for fruitlessly in your purse and under your phone, someone 
who’s constantly wondering what major event is nagging at the edge 
of your memory, this is the planner for you. Plenty 
of space for appointments and events, of lists and the 
ideas that flow from them, of prompts that lead you 
to ideas for more lists, this is the planner you need in 
your life. Fourteen months in scope, out Jan 1, I just 
might try it myself! – Betsy Burton, McSweeny’s, $12

How to Be an Everyday Philanthropist: 330 Ways to 
Make a Difference, Nicole Bouchard Boles

Ready to go out into the world and HELP? Not sure how? Let Boles 
count the ways: You can give of your body (your hair, for instance to 
Wigs for Kids; your breath, by learning CPR; or your blood or mar-
row), you can donate your car to The Children’s Wish Foundation, 
The Salvation Army or the Rotary Club; you can recycle anything 
and everything in your house, your office, your garage (the lists of 
recipients are long and often surprising); join or start organizations 
in your community; live an aware life politically and environmen-
tally, giving to the needy, the young, the old, the earth. Boles tells 
you not only how to do so but also how to optimize your money, 
your time and your energy, thus helping yourself even while you’re 
helping the world. – Betsy Burton, Workman, $10.95

And one for those who don’t care for the idea of self-
improvement but would rather dwell in the past: 

Titian: The Last Days, Mark Hudson 

Titian’s life spanned the beginning, middle, and 
end of the Renaissance. Although he was a native 
of Venice, Titian’s paintings were in the collections 
of the rich and powerful from Italy to Spain. Hud-
son’s book paints vivid word portraits of Titian’s 
work and the physical world of the 16th century. 
Titian painted both portraits of kings and erotic 
art for their pleasure. So few primary sources are available to the 
art historian that Hudson creates Titian’s world from the paintings 
themselves, the landscape of Venice, and the gossip of Titian’s con-
temporaries. – Wendy Foster Leigh, Walker & Company, $26

Possum Living: How to Live Well Without a Job 
and Almost No Money, Dolly Freed

Does a person actually need money, posses-
sions, or even a job to be happy? Not necessar-
ily. Dolly Freed was a teenager when she penned 
this delightful anarchist manifesto offering 
instruction to anyone who wanted to quit the 
rat race and live on a few hundred dollars a year. 
Much more than just a guide, the book weaves 
Freed’s hysterical, engaging and often irreverent 
story of her family’s quest to live independently of the government 
with some solid advice on how to make your own moonshine, be 
lazy, cultivate crops, eat roadkill, deal with the law, buy a home, 
and live simply while remaining sane and happy. Reading like a less 
aggressive Steal This Book, this updated version of Possum Living 
includes an afterword by Freed (written 30 years after the book’s ini-
tial publication) in which she assesses the ideals she held at 19 and 
which ones still hold true to her today. This is a fantastic read for 
anyone interested in sustainability, anarchism, inexpensive living, or 
home fermentation. – Rachel Haisley, Tinhouse, $12.95

You are Here, Thomas M. Kostigen 

For anyone who is teetering on the edge or is a 
genuine environmentalist wannabe, Kostigen 
provides compelling evidence of man’s handprint 
on a variety of earth’s problems. He travels the 
world, taking us to Jerusalem to witness stone 
antiquities crumbling from acid rain; to the most 
polluted city in the world, Linfen City, in China; 
to the world’s largest landfill in New York. His 
travels include other sites that demonstrate deforestation, loss of 
permafrost, oceanic garbage patches and the struggle for fresh water. 
His personal experience, use of regional and international data, and 
sense of humor make this book my favorite introduction for issues 
of global warming and energy dilemmas. Most important, Kostigen 
provides many suggestions for each one of us to make a positive 
impact on the environment. –  Sue Fleming, HarperOne, $14.99

The Happiness Project, Gretchen Rubin

The subtitle, “Why I Spent a Year Trying to Sing in the Morning, 
Clean My Closets, Fight Right, Read Aristotle, and Have More Fun,” 
pretty much describes this upbeat book. Rubin, like many of us, 
discovered that life is short and getting shorter; having made this 
realization, she embarked on a project intended to add meaning and 
joy to what she deemed a humdrum existence. Said project involved 
testing the advice of ancient sages and modern self-help manuals, 
theoretical scientists and daytime television gurus. Her results are 
sometimes amusing, and often surprising. Perhaps not the right 

NONFICTION

For those about to embark on life improvement (at least 
for a month or two) here are a few new books designed 
to help you organize, prioritize, help yourself and others, 
find some adventure, or, if all else fails, the humor in it all!
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“She wanted to see joy and surprise in his face 

when he came home at last. The war was finally 

over—the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 

the eleventh month. Yesterday. It wouldn’t be 

long now before he came striding over the hill 

and up the lane.”
From The Red Door by Charles Todd

The First Rule, Robert Crais

Ex-mercenary Joe Pike’s former colleague, his 
wife and two children are brutally murdered, 
and Joe wants revenge. His investigation 
leads him into the sordid and labyrinthine 
world of Serbian gangs which are becoming 
the criminal powerhouses in L.A. Elvis Cole 
makes an appearance as Pike’s second-in-
command when Pike takes on these pow-
erhouses in a stunning and violent clash. 
Pike’s code requires revenge, and revenge he 
achieves. Another great thriller from Crais. 

–  Barbara Hoagland, Putnam, $26.95

Gutshot Straight, Lou Berney

Charles Bouchon, aka “Shake,” fresh out of prison with nothing 
but $500 and the clothes the cops arrested him in 15 months ago, 
is ready to go straight—after one last job. On his way to Vegas with 
a package in the trunk, Shake pulls over to fix a flat and finds his 
special delivery is cute Mormon housewife Gina. Soon Shake is 
chasing Gina’s tail; she blew out of town with 
his heart and a briefcase full of bizarre religious 
relics. Hard on their heels are a vengeful, rather 
jealous Armenian mob boss and her bodyguard 
plus “The Whale,” a mean Las Vegas mobster 
and his muscle. Shake and Gina flee to Panama 
ready to deal for a cool $5 million, but this 
game is rigged and somebody is about to lose 
big. – Paula Longhurst, William Morrow, $24.99

Ordinary Thunderstorms, William Boyd

Adam, a prepossessing young scientist who has come to London to 
apply for a job he has every chance of getting,  
becomes a  murder suspect because of his 
well-intentioned attempt to return a case to a 
stranger. After seeing the corpse, Adam runs. 
So begins a saga that takes an innocent man 
into the netherworld of the homeless and the 
even darker world of corporate skullduggery. 
Boyd, author of the literary and heart-stop-
ping thriller Restless and the remarkable nov-
el Any Human Heart, is a literary treasure 
who has won nearly every literary prize Great 
Britain has to offer. In this stunning mystery 

he manages to lay bare human character even while he dissects soci-
ety from its highest reaches to its depths. Brilliant and impossible to 
put down. –  Betsy Burton, HarperCollins, $26.95

The Red Door, Charles Todd

World War I affected not only those who 
served but also those who stayed at home. 
Inspector Ian Rutledge has returned from the 
war, bringing with him his own horrors and 
guilt. He is faced with two cases: the murder 
of a woman who spent the war waiting for 
her husband to return and the disappearance 
of a member of a prominent family. In both 
cases the war brought suffering and pain to 
the individuals. Rutledge travels between a 
Lancashire village and the London homes of 

the important family realizing that the two cases may have a con-
nection. The book is filled with unexpected twists and turns plus the 
personal angst of the inspector himself. The Red Door is one more 
chapter in the life of Inspector Rutledge, his family, and cohorts. 
 – Wendy Foster Leigh, William Morrow, $24.99

Skin, Mo Hayder

It’s the week after the conclusion of Operation Norway, but DI Jack 
Caffrey can’t seem to let the case go. He’s 
convinced there’s someone or  something 
they missed. Jack thinks Sergeant Flea Marley 
knows it too, but she’s got her own problems, 
as does the force. Footballer’s wife Misty 
Kitson has gone missing.  She was in rehab 
and now she’s dropped off the map com-
pletely. Jack’s boss wants him focused on the 
high-profile case but Jack has zeroed in on a 
rash of apparent suicides that he suspects are 
something else entirely. In the meantime Flea 
is acting strangely, spending time in her garage, running up a mas-
sive electricity bill, turning up at crime scenes when she’s supposed 
to be sick, fighting with her weasel of a brother and his scary girl-
friend. Jack’s in a hole, literally, and Flea is about to put her talents to 
a use for which they were never designed. Hayder’s given us a police 
procedural with plenty of twists, turns, cover-ups, and a callous 
betrayal that could reduce Flea’s family obligations to nil. Can’t wait 
for the next in the series. – Paula Longhurst, Grove, $22

Thereby Hangs a Tail, Spencer Quinn

In his second Chet and Bernie mystery, Quinn 
continues to weave a tale of intrigue and 
humor. The two unlikely private investigators, 
Bernie haunted by previous combat and Chet, a 
K-9 school dropout, find themselves embroiled 
in a new case involving a famous pampered 
show dog named Princess. What started as 
a joke turns serious as the dog and her mis-
tress disappear, along with Bernie’s sometime 

girlfriend. Fun read, great for young adults as well.  – Sue Fleming, 
Atria Books, $25

MYSTERIES AND THRILLERS
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The Duchess of Whimsy, Randall de Seve, 
illustrated by Peter de Seve

She likes outrageous clothes, he likes 
ordinary outfits. She’s the life of the party, 
he’s just happy to be at the party.  She loves 
whimsy, he loves her. But can the Earl 
of Norm ever attract the attention of his 
flamboyant Lady Love?  This charming and 
funny picture book romance is perfect for all ages. – Ann Cannon, 
Philomel, $17.99 (all ages)

Robot Zot, Jon Scieszka, illustrated by  
David Shannon

“Robot Zot—Wham Bot!  Robot Zot crush 
lot!” Heavy-hitters Scieszka and Shannon 
team up for a story about an alpha robot 
from outer space who does battle with 
kitchen appliances and rescues a fair maid-
en cell phone. Text and pictures perfectly 
complement one another in this happily 
manic adventure. – Ann Cannon, Simon & 
Schuster, $17.99 (3 – 6)

Testing the Ice: a True Story about Jackie Robinson, written by 
Sharon Robinson, illustrated by Kadi Nelson

In this picture book memoir, the daughter 
of baseball legend Jackie Robinson briefly 
recalls her father’s incredible career. But 
her real awareness of the man’s personal 
courage comes one wintry afternoon when 
he tentatively steps onto an icy pond. The 
story ends with a child’s moving epiphany. 
Recommended. – Ann Cannon, Scholastic, 
$16.99 (5 and up)

Sandra Boynton’s One Shoe Blues (starring B. B. King), written, 
directed and designed by Sandra Boynton;  edited and mixed with 
Michael Ford

Over the past few years Boynton has added 
to her legions of fans with her book and CD 
combinations. In One Shoe Blues, she turns 
the song of the same title into a storybook 
and DVD about a sock in search of some 
missing footwear. Pleasantly eccentric. And, 
seriously now, who can resist B. B. King? 
 – Ann Cannon, Workman, $10.95 (all ages) Editor’s note: Special 
One Shoe Blues storytime at TKE Friday, January 8, 4 p.m. (see 
calendar opposite)

Calamity Jack, Shannon and Dean Hale, illustrated by Nathan Hale

Calamity Jack, who’s always in trouble, is in 
double trouble when he runs afoul of the 
local mob. Fleeing for his life, he heads west 
where he encounters the braid-toting Ra-
punzel. Together they return to Jack’s home 
to rout the wicked in this graphic novel with 
an environmental twist. – Margaret Bren-
nan Neville, Bloomsbury, $19.95 (8 and up) 
Editor’s note: In an event sponsored by TKE, 
Shannon and Dean Hale will read from and 
sign copies of their new book.

Purple Heart, Patricia McCormick

Private Matt Duffy is in a hospital in Iraq and 
can’t remember exactly what has happened. As 
he recovers, he is haunted by a memory of the 
death of a little boy. McCormick’s exploration 
of the current Middle East conflict is genuine—
realistic, but not graphic; it will appeal to all the 
fans of Sunrise Over Fallujah, by Walter Dean 
Myers. – Margaret Brennan Neville, Harper, 
$16.99 (12 and up)

The Dark Divine, Bree Despain

Grace Divine doesn’t like her name. Her 
family is in the business of helping others 
(her father is a minister) and her brother 
Jude and sister Charity seem to do just fine. 
When Grace’s long lost “brother” shows up 
in her high school class one day, she knows 
it means trouble. But neither Grace nor her 
family understand how Daniel’s reappear-
ance will change everyone’s fate forever. 
This spine-tingling debut from local author 
Bree Despain is the first in a series that will 
leave you wanting more! – Anne Holman, 

Egmont, $17.99 (13 and up)  Editor’s note: Come and hear Bree for 
yourself at TKE on Saturday, January 2nd at 3 pm.

CHILDREN'S PICTURE BOOKS CHAPTER BOOKS

KIDS CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Friday Fun for Kids!
Friday, January 8th, 4 p.m. Join us for a special storytime and party 
for kids to celebrate the collaboration between Sandra Boynton and 
legendary blues man, B.B. King, One Shoe Blues. Come make your 
own sock puppet! Registration required, please call 801-484-9100.



The King’s English Bookshop
1511 South 1500 East
Salt Lake City, UT 84105
801-484-9100

1500 East 1519 South | Salt Lake City UT |  801.468.1515

ART | GIFTS | FRAMING | 
PRIVATE EVENT RENTAL

Regular Hours:  M,T,W,Th,F 10-6 | Saturday 10-5

NEW YEAR SHOW
January 4 — February 16

Sean Diediker
Encaustic abstracts

Zachary Proctor
Contemporary portraiture

Shirley Britsch
Contemporary landscapes

Reception | Gallery Stroll
January 15, 6pm—9pm

Celebrate the New Year with a new piece of art!

INKSLINGER’S InkslInGeRs

Kathy Ashton

Anne Brillinger

Betsy Burton

Aaron Cance

Ann Edwards Cannon

Sue Fleming

Linda Gurrister

Rachel Haisley

Deon Hilger 

Dawn Houghton

Barbara Hoagland

Anne Holman

Sally Larkin

Wendy Foster Leigh

Paula Longhurst

Jenny Shaw Lyons

Margaret Brennan Neville

DawnAnn Owens

Connie Romboy

Jan Sloan

Kimberly Snow

Lyn Taylor
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New Year's Day Sale
25% off everything
(gift cards and special orders not included)

10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Celebrate with us!

Buy local in 2010


